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Donor Doubles Reward in “Pink” Mutilated Pelican Case to $20,000;
Port of Long Beach Sponsors Animal’s Long-Term Care
A $5,000 donation from the Port of Long Beach will help cover the cost of multiple
surgeries and many weeks of treatment at International Bird Rescue’s Los Angeles center in
San Pedro
LOS ANGELES (May 1, 2014) — As the story of “Pink”
the mutilated California Brown Pelican continues to
touch animal lovers across the country, an anonymous
Southern California donor has doubled the reward
money to $20,000 for information leading to the arrest
and conviction of those responsible for the vicious
attack on this protected bird.
The additional $10,000 in reward money comes as the
Port of Long Beach announced Thursday that it will
give $5,000 towards the surgical and rehabilitative care
of Pink, an adult bird captured by Long Beach Animal
Care Services on April 16 with pouch severed from the
animal’s bill. The extent and nature of the wound is
consistent with a human–caused injury with an
unidentified sharp object.

Pink the Pelican at International Bird Rescue’s
Los Angeles center. Photos available here.

“The Port of Long Beach has made great strides in recent years in improving the harbor environment both for
people and wildlife, and we’re happy to be able to support the rehabilitation of Pink the Pelican,” said Al Moro,
Acting Executive Director of the Port of Long Beach. “We’re looking forward to seeing Pink back in the skies
over the harbor very soon.”
Over the past five days, Pink has undergone two surgeries — one on Sunday, the other on Tuesday — by
International Bird Rescue staff veterinarian Dr. Rebecca Duerr. The pelican was under anesthesia for a total of
six hours as Dr. Duerr completed hundreds of stitches to repair the injury.
“Enough is enough,” said Jay Holcomb, Executive Director of International Bird Rescue. “Far too often, we see

	
  

	
  

	
  

victims of senseless cruelty at the hands of people who are never punished. We are thankful for the support of
an anonymous donor to bring further attention to this horrifying case, and grateful for the Port of Long
Beach’s support of Pink’s long-term care.”
Upon capture over two weeks ago at the 5400 block of Ocean Boulevard in Long Beach, Pink was extremely
anemic, likely from blood loss. By the first surgery, the bird was back up to near a normal red blood cell count,
important for any animal undergoing lengthy surgeries. The pelican is currently being cared for in an indoor
enclosure and is under the expert care of International Bird Rescue’s Los Angeles center team.
The U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service (USFWS) is seeking information on this federal crime, which is punishable
by a fine of up to $15,000 and a jail sentence of up to six months. Anyone with information that might lead to
the arrest and conviction of the person or persons responsible for the mutilation of this bird should contact
USFWS at 310-328-1516. Tips may be given anonymously.
The $20,000 reward is also supported by the Animal Legal Defense Fund, Lourdes Rivas & Patti Ballaz of Los
Angeles, as well as several concerned citizens in the Los Angeles area who wish to remain anonymous.
Pelican surgery photos are available here; please credit International Bird Rescue/Bill Steinkamp.
International Bird Rescue depends on the support of the public to care for animals injured in cruelty incidents,
as well as those harmed by fishing wound and other human-caused injuries. To make a donation, please visit
birdrescue.org.
###
About International Bird Rescue: International Bird Rescue (IBR) has been helping seabirds and other aquatic
birds around the world since 1971. Our team of specialists operates two year-round aquatic bird rehabilitation
centers in California which care for more than 5,000 birds every year. Learn more at birdrescue.org.
About the Port of Long Beach’s Green Port Policy: Part of
the Port of Long Beach’s Green Port Policy is to protect,
maintain or restore aquatic ecosystems and marine habitats.
As a steward of the natural resources in the harbor, the
Port's challenge is to ensure that wildlife continues to thrive
and that the quality of wildlife habitats is not only
maintained but improved wherever possible. The Green
	
  
Port wildlife programs work in conjunction with federal and
state wildlife programs to meet that challenge. In the past,
the Port has conducted regular biological surveys of birds, fish and other wildlife in the harbor, tracking
habitat quality. The Port has also provided $50 million for the Bolsa Chica Wetlands restoration project, which
has provided an important habitat for aquatic wildlife. For more information, visit polb.com.

	
  

	
  

